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branch organizations spread throughout France. Very soon
criticism of private property began to creep into their teachings.
The notion that the worker was exploited by the owners of land
and capital commenced to spread, and with it the view that
labour alone was the creator of all wealth.

The laws of inheritance came in for special attack. It was
they that perpetuated the exploitation begun in one generation.
And it was by abolishing the right of inheritance that the Saint-
Simonians hoped to achieve the revolution they desired. At a
certain date individuals would lose the right of transmitting
their property after death to their heirs or nominees. The
State should become the heir of every one, and as the property
fell into the hands of the State it should be administered for the
general welfare and use. Idleness would be abolished. All
adult persons would be graded according to their abilities, and
put to the tasks for which they were most fitted. A group of
leaders at the top, the men most fitted to govern, should
manage the whole organization, and should distribute the
national income. The principle of distribution was to be pay-
ment upon a scale determined by the usefulness of the indi-
vidual to the State. The Saint-Simonians, it should be noticed,
were not communists. They did not believe in community of
property, nor did they favour equality of income. Their
influence was widespread in the France of the early nineteenth
century, where many of them, following the original doctrine
of their founder, took a practical part in advancing the economic
organization of their country and the world by improving the
credit system, extending the railways, and devising the first
scheme for the Suez Canal. Their writings were widely read
outside France, and Marxian socialists have often admitted
their indebtedness to the followers of Saint-Simon.

Fourier

Contemporary with these men but in a group quite apart
and indeed unconnected with State socialism, are those generally
known as the associative socialists. We have already dealt with
the ideas of Robert Owen, who was one of them. In France